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THE CAMBODIAN MILIEU: REPORT FROM ARANYAPRATHET 
ANNCR®* 


THE TOWN OF ARANYAPRATHET ON THE THAI BORDER WITH 
CAMBODIA WAS LITTLE KNOWN OUTSIDE THAILAND BEFORE THE 
END OF THE CONFLICT IN INDOCHINA. BUT THIS CHANGED WHEN 
REFUGEES FROM CAMBODIA BEGAN STREAMING INTO THAILAND, 
THREE AIIERICAN CORRESPONDENTS RECEHTLY VISITED THE 
CAHGODIAI! REFUGEE CENTER AT ARANYAPRATHET FOR INTERVIEWS 
“ITH THE CAiIP*S RESIDENTS AI!ID VOA'S JOSEPH SULLIVAN 
LOOKS AT SONE OF THEIR FINDINGS. 
VOICE: 

H.D.S. GREEN'AY -- ONE OF THE THREE AMERICAN NEVSIIEN 
WHO VISITED ARAHYAPRATHET -- SAYS THE CAMBODIA THE 
REFUGEES DESCRIGE IS A HARSH, JOYLESS LAND OF Ui!BENDING 
DISCIPLINE Tit WHICH ALL COURGEOIS LIFE HAS BEEN DESTROYED. 
CAMBODIA'S URBAN CENTERS, HE WRITES Ii! A REPORT FOR THE 
“JASHIT'GTON POST," ARE ALL BUT ABANDONED AND ITS 
COUNTRYSIDE REGIMENTED ALONG THE LINES OF A VAST LABOR 
CAP. 

CAMBODIAN REFUGEES, .JISTER GREENWAY REPORTS, SAY 
THAT A LACK OF FOOD AND !EDICINE AND THE FORCED MIGRATION 
OF ENTIRE POPULATIONS HAS CAUSED UNTOLD SUFFERING AND DEATH. 
IN ADDITION, HE WRITES, THERE ARE DARK TALES OF MASS 
REPRISALS AGAINST OFFICIALS AND SOLDIERS OF THE FORHER 
RCGIME THAT CANNOT BE DISIiISSED AS MERE PROPAGANDA. 

MISTER GREENWAY SAYS THAT UNLIKE VIETNAi1 AND LAOS, 
IN CAMBODIA THERE SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN NO ATTEMPT TO WIN 
THE POPULATION OVER THROUGH GRADUALISii, PERSUASION AND 


SOPHISTICATED POLITICAL EDUCATION, THE EMPHASIS, HE NOTES 
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TS ON WORK AND NORE WORK UNDER THE THREAT OF PUNISHIIENT. 
AND, ACCORDING TO CAINBODIAI! REFUGEES THERE IS LITTLE, 
OR AT BEST CRUDE, STRESS PUT Ol! IDEOLOGY, 

THE FIRST 1iASS MIGRATION IN CAIGODIA INVOLVED PRIIiARILY 
THE RESIDENTS OF PHNOM PEiiN WHO WERE SENT TO RURAL AREA BY 
THE THOUSANDS, NO ONE, HISTER GREENWAY WRITES, KNOWS FOR 
SURE WHY THE EVACUATION TOOK PLACE. THERE WAS, HE NOTES, 
MORE RICE STORED IN THE CAMBODIAN CAPITAL THAN IN THE 
COUNTRYSIDE, 

FROM THE ACCOUNTS OF THE CAIBODIAH REFUGEES IN THAILAND, 
THERE FOLLOWED ANOTHER MIGRATION WIICH BEGAN IN EARIEST IN 
SEPTEMDGR, THIS MIGRATION, ACCORDING TO MISTER GREENWAY, 
ACHIEVED A CLEARER PURPOSE IN PUTTING PEOPLE INTO REIMOTE 
AREAS TO DIG IRRIGATION DITCHES, CLEAR LAND, AND TO PLANT 
AND HARVEST CROPS IN Al) ALL-OUT EFFORT TO IiIPROVE AGRICULTURE. 
THE NEW REGINE Ti! PHNOM PENH, HE ADDS, APPARENTLY KNEW 
THAT THE DIFFERENCE GETYWEEN HARDSHIP AND iiASS STARVATION 
LAY IN THE FIRST POSTWAR RICE CROP Ii! NOVCIIBER, AND THIS 
HARVEST, HE SAYS, WAS FROM ALL ACCOUNTS A SUCCESS, 

A REPORT FROM ARANYAPRATHET BY "NElW! YORK TIMES" 
CORRESPONDENT DAVID ANDELIHAH ALSO HIGHLIGHTS THE itASS 
EXODUS FROM CAIIBODIA'S POPULATION CENTERS, WHICH HE SAYS 
IS STILL CONTINUING. HUIIDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE, 

HE WRITES, ARE BEING MOVED IN A MIGRATION THAT RIVALS 
THE FORCED EVACUATION OF PHNO!i PENH LAST APRIL. MANY 
OF THOSE WHO WERE ORIGINALLY FORCED INTO THE COUNTRYSIDE 
FROM THE CAMBODIAN CAPITAL, HE SAYS, ARE BEING SilIFTED 


INTO THE MORE SPARSELY POPULATED NORTHWESTERN AREA OF 
CAMBODIA, PRIMARILY IHTO BATTAI:GANG PROVINCE ON THE BORDER 


WITH THAILAND, 
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MISTER ANDELMAM SAYS THAT SOME FACTORY WORKERS WHO 
WERE FORCED OUT OF PHNOM PENH LAST APRIL WERE LATER RETURNED 
TO THE CAPITAL TO HELP PUT TEXTILE AMD RUBBER FACTORIES 
BACK ITO OPERATION, BUT AFTER THIS WAS DONE, HE 
WRITES, AND AFTER THEY HAD INSTRUCTED GOVERNHENT OFFICIALS 
IN THE OPERATION OF THE FACTORIES, THEY WERE SENT BACK TO 
JO] THOSE IN THE RURAL AREAS, 

THERE IS STILL SOME QUESTION, iiISTER ANDELMAN SAYS, 
AS TO WHAT THESE HUGE SIiIFTS If POPULATION MEAN Ii! TERMS 
OF THE CONTROL ‘ICH THE COiMMUMIST GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN 
ABLE TO IHPOSE DURING ITS FIRST YEAR IN POWER, NONETHELESS, 
HE WRITES, WESTERN DIPLOMATS BELIEVE THERE IS NO QUESTION 
THAT TIHIE LOCAL CONTROL THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY THAT HAD 
BEEN THE RULE DURING AND IMiEDIATELY AFTER THE WAR IN 
CAMBODIA IS DIMINISHING AND THAT CENTRALIZED CONTROL IS 
INCREASING. 

THE THIRD AMERICAN CORRESPONDENT -=- DANIEL SOUTHERLAND 
OF THE "CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR" =- SAYS THAT CAMBODIAN 
REFUGEES WitOQ HAVE REACHED ARANYAPRATHET OVER THE PAST FEW 
MONTHS REPORT THAT THERE HAS BEEN NO RELAXATION OF THE 
STRICT DISCIPLINE WHICH THE KHIIER COMMUNISTS IMPOSED AFTER 
CAPTURIMG PHi!OlM PENH, HE QUOTES A WESTERN DIPLOMAT AS 
WARNING THAT THE REFUGEES ARE LIKELY TO EXAGGERATE THE 
REPRESSIVENESS OF THE NEW CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT IN ORDER 
TO GAIN SYHPATHY FOR THEIISELVES, WEVERTHELESS, HE ADDS, 
EVEN ALLOWING FOR EXAGGERATION, SOME OF THE REPORTS ARE TOO 
CONVINCING IN DETAIL TO BE TOTALLY IGNORED. 
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